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High Street Recovery resources map (May 2021) 
 
What is this for? 
This document is an initial resources ‘map’ to signpost local authority Place Directors, and their teams to sources of advice, support and other key resources 
to help respond and develop strategies and actions plan related to High Street Recovery. It provides a brief overview of the work provided by a range of 
national organisations, from within and outside the local government sector, to support local authorities on High Street recovery work. It includes direct links 
to relevant websites, publications and tools that local authorities could utilise in their efforts to respond to the challenges High Streets are facing. This is a 
first draft of the content; however, there are intentions to develop this into something more interactive, dynamic and user-friendly. If you have any 
suggestions as to how we can progress this or additional resources that should be included, please send them to Hannah Bartram 
(Hannah.Bartram@eastsussex.gov.uk) and Connor Sheffield (Connor.Sheffield@buckinghamshire.gov.uk). 
 

What is included here? 
For each of the organisations listed below we have drawn on publicly available information from their websites and provided weblinks direct to the source. 
We have asked a series of questions about each one: has the organisation – 
 

1. Published a policy position paper or statement setting out its ideas for high street recovery and/or policy asks of Government? 

2. Prepared a suggested action plan or workplan for its own future activities in relation to high street recovery? 

3. Produced a toolkit, or does it provide advice & support, to help plan for and implement high street recovery? 

4. Published case studies of how high streets can recover locally?  

5. Run events, workshops or session at a conference, on high street recovery? 

6. Produced guidance for parish and town councils? 
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Summary 
 

Organisation About Policy 
statement1 

Action 
plan2 

Toolkit/ advice3 Case 
studies4 

Events5 Parish & 
Town 
Councils6 

ADEPT A membership based, voluntary organisation 
representing Place Directors from county, combined 
and unitary authorities across England. 

Here  Here  
Here  

Here   

All Party 
Parliamentary 
Group for Town 
Centres 

An APPG which seeks to promote parliamentary and 
public understanding of the importance of high 
streets, town centres, and city centres to build 
environments that are healthy, sustainable and 
socially inclusive.  

Here       

High Streets Task 
Force 

An alliance of place making experts providing 
guidance, tools and skills to help communities, 
partnerships and local government transform their 
high streets 

Here  Here  Here 
Here  
 

Here   Here  

Grimsey Review A comprehensive, alternative review led by Bill 
Grimsey aimed at shaping policy and action plans 
regarding the future of our High Streets 

Grimsey 1 
Grimsey 2 
 

 Grimsey Build 
Back Better - 
Covid-19 
supplement 

   

RTPI The leading membership organisation and a 
Chartered Institute for Planners driving standards 
nationally and internationally. 

Here   Here  Here  

TCPA A town planning membership association that seeks 
to reform the UK’s planning system making it more 
responsive to people’s needs and aspirations. The 
TCPA has a vision for homes, places and 
communities in which everyone can thrive. 

Here    Here   

People and Places A partnership that shares ideas and inspiration on 
built environment topics. Creators of Revitalising 
Town Centres Toolkit. 

Here  
Here  

Here  Here  
Here  

   

https://adeptnet.org.uk/news/adept-launches-policy-position-clean-growth-%E2%80%98-get-economy-back-its-feet-future-economic-growth
https://www.adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/ADEPT%20Resolute%20%26%20Resilient%20Doc%20FINAL%20Nov%202020-min.pdf
https://adeptnet.org.uk/documents/local-economic-recovery-renewal-key-findings-report-ey-adept
https://adeptnet.org.uk/documents/local-economic-recovery-renewal-lep-comparison-report-ey-adept
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/766844/The_High_Street_Report.pdf
https://www.highstreetstaskforce.org.uk/about/who-are-the-task-force/
https://www.highstreetstaskforce.org.uk/covid-19/
https://www.highstreetstaskforce.org.uk/transformation-routemap-webinars/
https://www.highstreetstaskforce.org.uk/resources/
https://www.ippr.org/files/2021-02/1612276230_anchor-belong-connect-feb-2021.pdf
https://www.highstreetstaskforce.org.uk/how-we-help-high-streets/
http://www.vanishinghighstreet.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/GrimseyReview04.092.pdf
http://www.vanishinghighstreet.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/GrimseyReview2.pdf
http://www.vanishinghighstreet.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Grimsey-Covid-19-Supplement-June-2020.pdf
http://www.vanishinghighstreet.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Grimsey-Covid-19-Supplement-June-2020.pdf
http://www.vanishinghighstreet.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Grimsey-Covid-19-Supplement-June-2020.pdf
http://www.vanishinghighstreet.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Grimsey-Covid-19-Supplement-June-2020.pdf
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/news/2021/january/local-essential-services-could-be-wiped-out-under-new-permitted-development-proposals-warns-rtpi/
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/research/2020/december/planning-for-post-covid-cities/
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/events/
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/news/press-release-tcpa-comment-on-latest-government-pdr-consultation
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/Pages/Events/Category/all-events
https://people-places.net/our-specialities/
https://people-places.net/beyond-covid-19/
https://people-places.net/welcoming-town-customers-back-for-good/
https://people-places.net/wp-content/uploads/Creating-a-town-centre-recovery-plan-June-2020.pdf
https://people-places.net/revitalising-town-centres-handbook-launched/
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Organisation About Policy 
statement1 

Action 
plan2 

Toolkit/ advice3 Case 
studies4 

Events5 Parish & 
Town 
Councils6 

Centre for Cities  An independent think tank dedicated to improving 
the economies of the UK’s largest cities and towns. 

 Here   Here  
Here  

  

LGA The LGA is the national voice of local government, 
working with councils to support, promote and 
improve local government. 

 Here Here  
Here  

Here 
Here 
Here  

Here  Here 

Key Cities Group A network of local authorities across the UK that 
seek to champion the future of urban centres 
through sharing knowledge and developing solutions 
to common problems. 

Here 
Here  

Here  Here     

Landscape 
Institute 

Chartered body for the landscape profession, aiming 
to protect, conserve and enhance the natural and 
built environment for public benefit. 

Here 
Here   

   Here 
  

 

Civic Voice  A charity for the civic movement in England aiming 
to make places more attractive, enjoyable and 
distinctive. 

Here    Here  

Institute of Place 
Management  

An international professional body that supports 
people committed to developing, managing and 
making places better.  

  Here   Here   

Historic Towns 
Forum 

A forum aiming to encourage contact between local 
authorities with responsibility for the management 
of historic towns and cities, and between these 
authorities and other public, private and voluntary 
sector bodies.  

  Here   Here  

Save the High 
Street  

An industry movement on a mission to ensure 
diverse and successful high streets, now and in the 
long term.  

 Here  Here  
 

   

Core Cities  A unique and united voice for the UK’s eleven core 
cities  

Here  Here  Here     

https://www.centreforcities.org/coronavirus/
https://www.centreforcities.org/blog/ignoring-successful-high-streets-stops-us-helping-the-weaker-ones/
https://www.centreforcities.org/blog/a-year-of-crawley/
https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/economic-growth/economic-growth-support-hub
https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/economic-growth/revitalising-town-centres-toolkit-councils
https://www.local.gov.uk/dealing-empty-shops
https://www.local.gov.uk/case-studies/dealing-empty-shops-telford-wrekin-council
https://www.local.gov.uk/case-studies/dealing-empty-shops-warrington-borough-council
https://www.local.gov.uk/case-studies/dealing-empty-shops-kent-county-council
https://lgaevents.local.gov.uk/lga/frontend/reg/thome.csp?pageID=410925&eventID=1202&CSPCHD=000001000000rKOrHa6Qh6QE9qfZrxHyHxUFF2tO6Ey957MuU5
https://www.local.gov.uk/dealing-empty-shops-guide
https://www.keycities.co.uk/key-cities-all-party-parliamentary-group-calls-longer-term-approach-levelling
https://www.keycities.co.uk/sites/default/files/publications/oce21075%20Key%20Cities%20United%20and%20Industrious%20Report%20A4%20%283%29_0.pdf
https://www.keycities.co.uk/future-city-centres
https://www.centreforcities.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/14-12-11-Delivering-Change-City-Centres.pdf
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/policy/greener-recovery/
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/news/landscape-institute-publishes-12-key-asks-new-government/
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/cpd-training/
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/news/civic-voice-responds-to-the-governments-high-streets-pdr-consultation/
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/campaigns/save-our-high-streets/
https://v1.placemanagement.org/covid-19/
https://v1.placemanagement.org/special-interest-groups/welcome-to-the-bid-foundation/bid-news/covid-19-weekly-support-webinars/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pZwW2zwpwTH2XzLQQ0-EvJCr-pvW4EHB/view
http://www.historictownsforum.org/
https://savethehighstreet.org/category/blog/
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5576426/High-Street-Recovery-and-Resilience?s=sths1
https://www.corecities.com/publications/how-culture-can-level-uk-after-covid
https://www.corecities.com/publications/our-ten-point-plan-leave-lockdown
https://www.corecities.com/publications/core-cities-uk-2020-21-annual-report


4 
 

Organisation About Policy 
statement1 

Action 
plan2 

Toolkit/ advice3 Case 
studies4 
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Retail thinktank 
 

A KPMG and Ipsos thinktank seeking to serve a 
balanced, considered and unbiased view on what 
the true state of affairs for the retail sector is.  

   Here 
Here 

  

Power to Change An independent charitable trust that supports and 
develops community businesses in England. Power 
to Change are also one of the partners behind 
Platform, a six-month online programme that aims 
to make town centre property more accessible to 
communities. 

    Here  

Sustrans A charity that seeks to create healthier places 
through making walking and cycling more accessible  

Here Here 
 

Here 
Here 

   

Royal Institute for 
British Architects 
(RIBA) 

The Royal Institute of British Architects is a 
registered charity championing architecture and its 
impact on the community. 

 Here  Here   

        

 
 

http://www.retailthinktank.co.uk/whitepaper/what-impact-do-shop-vacancies-have-on-towns-and-cities-across-the-uk-and-what-can-be-done-to-address-the-problem/
http://www.retailthinktank.co.uk/tag/high-street/
https://www.powertochange.org.uk/blog/platform-a-town-centre-property-innovation-programme/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/policy/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/policy/life-after-lockdown/2020/briefing-paper/reinventing-the-high-street-for-covid-19-recovery/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/media/6466/life-after-lockdown-briefing-note-1-transport-in-the-uk-will-never-be-the-same-it-must-be-better.pdf
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/media/6910/life-after-lockdown-briefing-paper-3-a-green-and-just-recovery.pdf
https://www.architecture.com/knowledge-and-resources/resources-landing-page/future-place-report-placeshaping-learning-from-2020
https://www.architecture.com/knowledge-and-resources/resources-landing-page/future-place-2019-unlocking-the-potential-of-places

