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Covid-19 – reconnecting people with (local) place! 

Public Health England (2016): Working Together to 

Promote Active Travel 

For most people, the easiest and most acceptable forms 
of physical activity are those that can be built into 
everyday life. Examples include walking or cycling instead 
of travelling by car, and using stairs instead of lifts. ‘Active 
travel’ (or active transportation or mobility) means 
walking or cycling as an alternative to motorised 
transport (notably cars, motorbikes/mopeds etc) for the 
purpose of making everyday journeys. 



Personally aiding decarbonisation
Walking and cycling are good for our physical and mental 
health. Switching more journeys to active travel will 
improve health, quality of life and the environment, and 
local productivity, while at the same time reduce costs to 
the public purse. These are substantial ‘win-wins’ that 
benefit individual people and the community as a whole.

Choosing to walk, cycle and even 
e-scooter (rather than working 
from home on Teams, Zoom etc) 
relies on having safe, usable 
highway infrastructure for the 
first mile/last mile of journeys ……  



Catering for multiple forms of mobility …..



Not catering for mobility!!!
E-scootering on a much wider basis is just round the corner –
but using what type of surface? 
Would you be confident using either of these surfaces?!?!



The task that lays ahead
£6bn for local highway maintenance over 6 years (i.e. £1bn p.a.) wasn’t enough 

Three different assessment methods presented to the DfT, MHCLG and the 
Roads Minister in 2019 suggested funding should be at least £2bn per annum

A jump to £1.65bn in 2020/21 was a step in the right direction

A fall to £1.15bn in 2021/22 was understandable from a national COVID-19 
financial demands perspective but viewed within ‘highways’ as catastrophic

Demonstrating the return on investment from highway maintenance is now 
absolutely critical for the next Comprehensive Spending Review.

The priority now is to demonstrate how well-maintained highway 
infrastructure assets contribute to:

• Tackling climate change 
• Better catering for healthy (sustainable) travel choices
• A safer local environment from door to door
• National economic prosperity and growth through enhanced connectivity  
• Much improved customer satisfaction (NHT)



Stating the case in Governmental language



Delivering value, prosperity and a heathier society 
(transforming place) thru highway maintenance



• Should LHAs stop complaining and just look after what they 
have with what funding they currently get?

• If so, should maintenance spending prioritise on footways?

• And/or prioritise road maintenance 1m from the road edge?

• Will ‘low traffic neighbourhoods’ lead to less people driving, 
decelerate road deterioration and save LHAs money?

• Would a better maintained network actually result in more 
active (sustainable) travel? 

• Does highway maintenance have any bearing whatsoever on 
reimagining place?

• Is regeneration the key rather than replacement/renewal?

Discussion points



Thank you for listening!!


